Developing Spiritual Values in our Children
As parents, our task is to train our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  This responsibility requires an intentional effort in instilling godly character traits in each child. Following is a representative sample of essential values, with some Scriptural passages to guide our thinking …
1. Honesty   


Eph. 4:15, 25; Psalm 15:2; 25:21
2. Responsibility (includes the ideas of diligence, perseverance, excellent work ethic)

Eph. 4:28; 1 Thess. 4:11, Prov. 12:27; 1 Cor. 15:58; 2 Peter 1:6; Col. 3:23

3. Humility/Meekness 


Phil. 2:3; Prov. 3:7; 11:3, 22:4; Gal. 5:23; Rom. 12:3; Titus 3:2
4. Wisdom/Discernment/Prudence

Prov. 2:10-11; 3:21-23; 4:5-13
5. Respect for Authority


Eph. 6:1-3; Prov. 13:1; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:17
6. Faith/Confidence in God {fearing God, trusting Him, responding to His Word}

Prov. 3:5-6; Deut. 6:20-21; 2 Cor. 3:18; Psalm 147:11; Titus 1:2; Rom. 4:20-21
7. Moral Purity


Rom. 16:19; 1 Thess. 4:1-5; Prov. 22:11; 2 Peter 1:5

8. Self-Control/Discipline


Gal. 5:22; Prov. 16:32, 17:27, 25:28

9. Self-Worth {Correct thinking about “who I am” – not “self-esteem”}

Matt. 10:29; Rom. 5:6-8; Eph. 2:10

10. Justice/Fairness

Prov. 11:1; 21:21; Rom. 12:17; Mic. 6:8; Jer. 9:24-25; Isa.1:16-17; John 7:24
11. Love/Compassion/Kindness


1 John 4:17, 19; Prov. 3:27; 11:24-26; 14:31; 22:9; Rom. 13:8; Eph. 4:32

12. Courage {standing for truth and righteousness; boldness for God}

Josh. 1:8; 2 Tim. 1:7-8; Deut. 31:6

As you can see, there are several inter-connections in the above list – and plenty to work on!!  Other values and characteristics which can be incorporated into the above groups would include godliness (Christ-likeness), love for God, orderliness, loyalty, selflessness, integrity, stewardship (resources of time & finances), decision-making, friendships, contentment, peaceful spirit, and a heart for those without Christ.
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